88                      IDYLLS   OF   THE   QUEEN

standing between her threatened Church and the vague
menace of Mr. Gladstone. This was a novel use to make of
the Prime Minister's reports on Parliament. In former
years Gladstone had recorded scores of Opposition speeches
by Disraeli; his language was severely neutral, and some-
times he cheerfully admitted that " Mr. Disraeli was par-
ticularly happy and effective in the tone of banter which he
frequently employs." But though he viewed his rival with
profound distrust, Gladstone had made no attempt to infect
the Queen with his suspicions. Even his poor opinion of
Disraelian tactics in a recent crisis, which had exploded in
the private comment (almost unprecedented for Mr. Glad-
stone) that the Leader of the Opposition was an " artful
dodger/' found no echo in Gladstone's official letters to the
Queen. But his successor felt less restraint. It undeniably
made better reading; and as it was his duty to let his
sovereign know everything, he would let her know precisely
what he thought of Mr. Gladstone.

The Queen, who seemed receptive, replied that " Mr.
Gladstone's conduct is much to be regretted though it is not
surprising." So Disraeli, in the congenial r6U of a sound
Churchman, played lightly on the Queen's apprehensions,
and two heads were sadly shaken over Mr. Gladstone's
goings on. The spell began to work; a faint tinge of alarm
began to creep into her view of the late Prime Minister ; and
within a year Disraeli was recording gleefully that royal
concern about his own health was dictated " not so much
from love of me as dread of somebody else." So it was
almost a relief when Mr. Gladstone wrote from Hawarden
informing her of his resignation of the Liberal leadership.
His humble duty was submitted quite touchingly, " perhaps
for the last time." But the Queen was notably untouched;
a further instalment of Mr. Gladstone's duty was the last
thing that she desired ; and her letter of farewell was almost
perfunctory.

A further innovation threatened the hold of any Opposi-
tion speaker on royal favour. For a free use of courtly